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Summary Social impact COVID-19 in the Netherlands.

First signs of COVID-19 or corona virus in the Netherlands have been seen end of January 2020, the first official
casualty was registered 6th of March. The pandemic initialised a medical, economical and social challenge which
continue to this day. COVID-19 became the most deadly infectious disease in 2020 with social collateral damage in
efforts to contain the virus throughout all society.

COVID-19 is a new corona virus that spread globally after it originated end 2019 with first outbreak in Wuhan, China.
As in many countries, initially the pandemic was downplayed. The Dutch government reacted late with a mild
‘intelligent’ lockdown. For example; end of February a big carnival celebration was allowed in the south of Netherlands
and the region was therefore affected disastrous by COVID-19 in comparison to the northof the country during the first
wave. In the second half of march the ICU capacity in the Netherlands had to be increased, emergency rooms were
overcrowded and regular health care was phased out.

During this first COVID-19 wave Dutch people applied the governmental legislation, social cohesion was strong and
most people were trying to defeat COVID-19. Comparison could be made to to wartime during this time. People
reacted by helping others (for example the isolated people and healthcare workforce), changing focus on communities
and family. The crisis society led to creativity and new forms of (digital) interaction.On the other hand negative impact
of COVID -19 measurements led to isolation, uncertainty about the future and economic despair. Scientists already
warned a second wave was to be expected. Nevertheless, the government decided to decrease the lockdown to
almost pre-COVID conditions in the summer of 2020.

In September the second wave initiated in the Netherlands followed bya new lockdown, curfew and heath care
challenges. Minister de Jonge of health care tried to flatten the curve with new COVID 19 measurements. Unlike
during the first wave, there was less enthusiasm to follow the COVID-19 rules among the general population.
Disagreement how to cope with the corona crisis among legislators led to even less confidence in governmental rules.
Especially Dutch youth suffered the consequence of anti-COVID measurements. Most of them lost their job, couldn’t
act socially as before and had to postpone education and travelling. This resulted in depression, isolation and a
feeling of saving the elderly and weak without perspective. It resulted in displeasure, illegal gatherings, protests and
even riots in our country.

A solution to the crisis would be vaccination of a majority of Dutch inhabitants to achieve group immunity. Since
January 2021 Dutch government organizes a roadway to vaccination, initially vaccination was limited due to limited
availability of the vaccine. In the present time, the problem is how to persuade people to be vaccinated to achieve
group immunity and reduce hospitalisation. Fortunately because of government economical support, unemployment is
not yet a problem in the Netherlands and neither is economical despair. Big challenge is how to persuade people to
follow government rules and policy without suppression. Fragmentation of society into opposing groups (people pro-
vaccination vs anti-vaccinators) and misinformation of people is a persisting problem. Legislators andhealth institutes
have to deal with this in an effort to direct society to a new ‘normal’ where we can live with the COVID-19 virus among
us.

Shrnuti — socialni dopady onemocnéni COVID-19 v Nizozemsku

Prvni pfiznaky viru COVID-19 neboli koronaviru se v Nizozemsku objevily koncem ledna 2020, prvni oficialni obét
byla zaznamenana 6. bfezna. Pandemie se stala zdravotnickou, ekonomickou a socialni vyzvou, ktera trva dodnes.
COVID-19 se stal nejsmrtelng&jSim infek&nim onemocnénim v roce 2020 a pfi snaze o omezeni Sifeni viru v celé
spole¢nostizpUsobil vedlejsi socialni Skody.

COVID-19 je novy koronavirus, ktery se celosvétové rozsifil koncem roku 2019, kdy poprvé propukl v ¢inském
Wuchanu. Stejné jako v mnoha zemich byla i v Nizozemsku zpo&atku pandemie bagatelizovana. Nizozemska vlada
reagovala pozdé a vyhlasila mirny "inteligentni" lockdown. Napfiklad koncem Unora byla na jihu Nizozemska povolena
velka karnevalova oslava, a region byl proto ve srovnani se severem zemé béhem prvni viny zasazen onemocnénim
COVID-19 katastrofalné. V druhé poloviné bfezna musela byt v Nizozemsku navySena kapacita jednotek intenzivni
péce, pohotovosti byly pfeplnéné a bézna zdravotni pé€e byla postupné vyfazovana z provozu.

Bé&hem této prvni viny COVIDu-19 Nizozemci dodrzovali viadni legislativu, socialni soudrznost byla silna a vétsina lidi
se snazila COVID-19 porazit. V této dobé bychom situaci mohli pfirovnat k vale€nému obdobi. Lidé reagovali tim, ze
pomahali ostatnim (napfiklad izolovanym lidem a zdravotnickym pracovnikiim), zménili zaméreni na komunity a
rodinu. Krizova situace ve spolecnosti vedla ke kreativité a novym formam (digitalni) interakce. Na druhé strané
negativni dopady opatfeni COVID -19 vedly k izolaci, nejistoté ohledné budoucnosti a ekonomickému zoufalstvi.
Védci jiz varovali, Ze Ize o€ekavat druhou vinu. Pfesto se vlada rozhodla v Iété 2020 uvolnit opatfeni na témé&r stejnou
uroven jako pfed COVIDem.

V zafi vypukla v Nizozemsku druhd vina, po niZ nasledoval novy lockdown, zdkaz vychazeni a problémy v oblasti
zdravotni péce. Ministr zdravotnictvi de Jonge se pokusil kfivku srovnat pomoci novych anticovidovych opatfeni. Na
rozdil od prvni viny se mezi obyvatelstvem projevilo mensSi nadSeni tato anticovidova pravidla dodrzovat. Neshody
mezi zakonodarci v tom, jak se vyporadat s touto krizi, vedly k jesté mensi davére ve viadni opatfeni. Nasledky
anticovidovych opatfeni pocitila zejména nizozemska mladez. Vétsina z nich pfisla o praci, nemohla se chovat
spole€ensky jako dfive a musela odlozit vzdélavani a cestovani. To vedlo k depresim, izolaci a pocitu, Ze se
zachrariuji starSi a slabi bez perspektivy. Vyustilo to v nespokojenost, nezakonna shromazdéni, protesty a dokonce i
nepokoje v nasi zemi.



Resenim krize by bylo o&kovani vétsiny obyvatel Nizozemska, aby se dosahlo kolektivni imunity. Od ledna 2021
nizozemska vlada organizuje ockovani, pfi¢emz zpocatku bylo o¢kovani omezené kvili malé dostupnosti vakciny. V
soucasné dobé je naopak problémem, jak pfesvédcit lidi, aby se nechali o¢kovat a dosahlo se tak kolektivni imunity a
niz§iho poctu hospitalizovanych. Nastésti diky ekonomické podpore vlady zatim v Nizozemsku neni problémem
nezaméstnanost a ani ekonomicka beznadéj. Velkou vyzvou je, jak pfesvédcit lidi, aby dodrzovali vliadni pravidla a
politiku bez potlatovani. Pretrvavajicim problémem je roztfisténost spolecnosti na protichldné skupiny (lidé
podporujici o€kovani vs. odpurci o¢kovani) a dezinformace. Zakonodarci a zdravotnicka zafizeni se s tim musi
vyporadat ve snaze nasmérovat spole¢nost k novému "normalu”, kdy budeme moci zit s virem COVID-19 mezi nami.



